
CITY OF WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA

ORDINANCE NUMBER 6457-2020

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER IX (TREE PRESERVATION AND
PROTECTION STANDARDS) OF THE LAND DEVELOPMENT ORDINANCE OF THE
CITY 0F WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA

Whereas, the City ofWoodstock, Georgia (hereinafter sometimes referred to as the “City”)

is a municipality duly formed and existing pursuant to Georgia law; and

Whereas, the 1983 Constitution of the State of Georgia provides for the self government

of municipalities without the necessity of action by the General Assemblyl; and

Whereas, the City of Woodstock, Georgia, has the legislative power to adopt clearly

reasonable ordinances, resolutions or regulations relating to its property, affairs and local

government for which no provision has been made by general laws or which are expressly allowed

by general laws, and which are not inconsistent with the Constitution or any charter provision

applicable theretoz; and

Whereas, the governing body ofthe City has determined that it is in the best interest of the

City and its citizens to adopt the following; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA HEREBY ORDAINS:

Section l. That Chapter IX — Tree Preservation and Protection Standards is hereby amended

by repealing the entire Chapter and replacing with a new Chapter IX, attached hereto as Exhibit

A.

' Ga. Const., 1983, Article IX, Section II, Paragraph II provides in pertinent pan as follows:

“The General Assembly may provide by law for the self government of municipalities and to that end is expressly given the authority

to delegate its power so that matters pertaining to the municipalities may be dealt with without the necessity of action by the General

Assembly.”

’O.C.G.A. § 36-35-3 (a) provides as follows:

“(a) The governing authority of each municipal corporation shall have legislative power to adopt clearly reasonable ordinances,

resolutions, or regulations relating to its property, affairs, and local government for which n0 provision has been made by general law

and which are not inconsistent with the Constitution or any charter provision applicable thereto. Any such charter provision shall

remain in force and effect until amended or repealed as provided in subsection (b) of this Code section. This Code section, however,

shall not restrict the authority of the General Assembly, by general law, to define this home rule power further or to broaden, limit, or

otherwise regulate the exercise thereof. The General Assembly shall not pass any local law to repeal, modify or supersede any action

taken by a municipal governing authority under this Code section, except as authorized under Code Section 36-35-6.”
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Effective Date. This Ordinance shall take effect immediately upon adoption by Mayor and City

Council.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF
WOODSTOCK, GEORGIA, THIS 13‘" DAY OF JULY, 2020.

IS‘Reading: 6/15/2020 2nd Reading: 7/13/2020W
DONNIWQUES, MAYOR

RHOié ;¥A L. PEZZELL; g, E :LERK .5"
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EXHIBIT A



Chapter |X - TREE PRESERVATION AND REPLACEMENT STANDARDS
ARTICLE I.

- GENERAL INFORMATION

9.100. — Findings.

The Mayor and City Council of the City hereby finds that the protection and preservation of trees, the

planting of new trees and other landscape material as part of the land development process is a public

purpose and provides for the public health and general welfare. This Ordinance is intended to further the

City‘s policy that all development sites where trees are most commonly removed will achieve upon project

completion, a uniform standard related to preserved tree coverage, planted tree coverage and buffers.

A healthy urban forest wi|| increase the fiscal and psychological value of property, reduce the urban
heat island effect and contribute to the community's aesthetic quality. These benefits are crucial to the long-

term health and welfare of Woodstock's citizens, workers, and visitors.

9.101. - Purpose.

The purpose of this Ordinance is to firmly establish the value of trees to the community and to promote
the health, safety, and general welfare of the public by recognizing the standards within this article. Tree
canopy preservation and tree replacement will be promoted as an integral part ofthe land development and
construction process in the City. Specific benefits to our citizens attributed to trees include:

1. Trees facilitate a harmonious community and help to conserve natural resources as well as
provide wildlife habitats.

2. Trees provide a more attractive place to live and enhance the aesthetic character of the

community.

3. Trees mitigate harmful vehicle emissions by reducing carbon dioxide levels.

4. Trees are recognized for their importance in the production of oxygen, shading and cooling. noise

and wind reduction, prevention of soil erosion, dust filtration and fostering improved air quality.

5. Trees contribute to the economic value of real property.

Trees help reduce the glare of motor vehicle lights, and enhance the appearance of open
automobile parking areas and lands used for commercial, public/institutional, office, industrial,

and residential purposes.

7. Trees can enhance the natural functions of streams and related buffers.

9.102. - Applicability.

The regulations included in this Ordinance shall apply to all properties located within the City unless

otherwise noted in this chapter. Please note: Based on proposed development patterns submitted by
applicants within Form Based Code (FBC) designated areas of the City, staff shall have sole discretion over
whether Section 18.410 or this chapter will apply.

‘l. Single-Family Residential Outside of LDP.

o The removal of five (5) or fewer trees, other than specimen trees, is allowed with a
permit (no fee associated with this permit) on any Residential Lot within a single calendar

yeah

o Trees under three (3) inch caliper that were not planted to meet the minimum one
hundred (100) inches per acre can be removed without a permit.

o Exemptions will be allowed to the five (5) tree per year limit by City staff if the property

owner must remove trees in order to build a newly permitted structure. or to build an
addition to or to make improvements to an existing structure, or to improve the health of

other trees in the landscape. Any tree(s) in excess of the five (5) tree per year limit may
be requested for approval of removal if the tree(s) are clearly dead, dying. or diseased
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with no chance for recovery or presenting imminent danger to life, limb, or property. If

City staff cannot adequately assess the condition of the tree, then the property owner
shall be required to provide a letter stating such from a certified arborist.

o With regard to private property owners and/or residential lots not incidental to

development, a tree removal permit is required for specimen tree removal. A permit will

be granted if the specimen tree is clearly dead, dying, diseased with no chance for

recovery or presenting imminent danger to life, limb or property. If City staff cannot
adequately assess the condition of the tree, then the property owner shall be required to

provide a letter stating such from a certified arborist. (See Section 9.302 [1. and 2.].)

o Dead standing trees that are a danger to human life or property must be removed by
the property owner after receiving notice from the City code enforcement division. For
trees located on private property with potential impact on other private property, dead
tree determinations shall be made by a third-party, certified arborist. Any tree(s) located

on private property with potential impact on other private property shall be deemed a civil

matter and shall not involve the opinions or services of the City Arborist.

2. Non Single—Family Residential Outside of LDP:

o Any new construction, renovation, or alteration ofa building that results in an expansion
or alteration of the total square footage of the building footprint shall invoke the
requirements contained in Section 9.200. The Tree Ordinance shall be enforced by the

City, designated agent, and/or the municipal court ofthe City.

o If specimen tree removal is requested, refer to the standards set forth in Section 9.302.

o Trees under three (3) inch caliper that were not required by ordinance or conditions of

zoning can be removed without a permit.

a Trees three (3) inch caliper and greater that do not meet the specimen tree criteria

require a tree removal permit. City staff shall determine whether portions of the Tree
Ordinance apply on a case by case basis.

o Dead standing trees that are a danger to human life or property must be removed by
the property owner after receiving notice from the City Code enforcement division. For
trees located on private property with potential impact on other private properw, dead
tree determinations shall be made by a third-party, certified arborist. Any tree(s) located

on private property with potential impact on other private property shall be deemed a civil

matter and shall not involve the opinions or services of the City Arborist.

9.103. - Definitions.

All words in these standards have their customary dictionary definition except as specifically defined
herein. The words "shall" and "must" are mandatory, and the words "may" and "should" are permissive.

Basal Area: A forestry industry standard used to describe the cross-sectional area of a tree expressed
in square inches, of a tree measured at four and one-half (4.5) feet above the ground or diameter at breast
height (DBH).

Berm: A mound of soil, either natural or man-made, used to screen one (1) site or property from the
view of another.

Boundary Tree: Boundary tree means a tree fifteen (15) inches DBH or larger located on any part of a
property adjacent to a permitting property with any portion of the root plate extending into the permitting

property. (See root plate.) Boundary trees must be in good health as determined from the vantage point of

the property to be developed (pre-construction digital photographs required). This provision shall not

authorize the trespass on private property abutting the site.

The applicant shall notify the adjoining property owner of a boundary tree in writing that the root plate

of a boundary tree is to be disturbed and if the tree should thereafter be damaged or die due to construction
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impacts, it will be handled as a civil matter between the applicant and the boundary tree owner. The
applicant must provide a copy of any letter and the certificates of mailing prior to permit issuance.

Buffer: A naturally existing area, a landscaped area or a combination of both designated for screening
or around the perimeter of a parcel provided to soften the view of two (2) adjacent lots or parcels from one
another. (See Chapter XI for more detailed definitions related to specific uses and

Buildable Area: Portion of a parcel excluding the required yards, easements, planting areas,

environmental (streams, wetlands) and areas within the future right-of—way.

Caliper (or Cal.): American Association of Nurseryman standard for trunk measurement of nursery
stock. Caliper of the trunk shall be taken six (6) inches above the ground for up to and including four (4)

inch caliper size, and twelve (12) inches above the ground for larger sizes.

City Arborist: The City‘s designee responsible for administering the provisions of this chapter.

Critical Root Zone (CR2): The minimum area beneath a tree which must be left undisturbed in order
to preserve a sufficient root mass to give a tree a reasonable chance for survival. For the purpose of this

Ordinance, the CRZ of any given tree on the applicant's property shall be represented by a concentric circle

with a radius in feet equal to 1.5 times the DBH in inches. No inches will be given ifthese minimum criteria

are not met. (See Section 9.300.)

Deciduous Tree: A tree which sheds leaves annually.

Density Factor: A unit of measure used to prescribe the calculated tree coverage on a site. The site

density factor for areas within the corporate limits of the City is one hundred (1 00) inches per acre. Please
note: one hundred (100) year floodplain, wetlands and fifty (50) foot and twenty-five (25) foot stream buffers

shall be excluded from the acreage calculation but will remain protected and undisturbed on site during

construction. (See Section 9.300.)

Diameter at Breast Height (DBH): Means the standard measure of a tree size for those trees existing

on a site that have a caliper of at least two (2) inches at a height of four and one-half (4.5) feet above the

ground. If a tree has two (2) or more trunks below four and one-half (4.5) feet above the ground, refer to

Section 9.300.

Genus Cap: A term used to describe a limit determined by this Ordinance in which the quantity of a

particular genus cannot exceed thirty (30) percent of the total number of replacement trees on a site. This
limit is put in place to prevent the creation of a monoculture.

House Location Plan (HLP): Site plan required by builder's representative for records/documentation
at the time an individual home permit is applied for/purchased.

Individual Preserved Tree: Any single tree to be preserved for credit that is not a part of a tree

protection area and that is protected with tree protection fencing at its Critical Root Zone (CRZ).

Land Disturbance Permit (LDP): A permit necessary to begin land-disturbing activity.

Landscape Plan: A scaled plan that clearly delineates buildings, vehicular use areas, and displays and
describes all proposed planting as required per zoning conditions and/or the Tree Ordinance.

Lot: A measured parcel of land having fixed boundaries and designated on a plot or survey.

Monoculture: A plant culture (Le. vegetation) that results from growing only one (1) type of plant which
creates the opposite condition of biodiversity and can sometimes be responsible for the spread of plant

diseases.

Opaque Buffer: A landscaped area planted in such a manner as to be impenetrable to View, or so
obscuring to view that features, buildings, structures and uses become visually indistinguishable.

Open Space: Unoccupied portion of a lot or building site that is open to the sky and may contain,

outdoor structures, or recreational facilities as it relates to Chapter IX.
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